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This lecture highlights the forgotten career of 
African-American anthropologist Allison Davis as 
it sheds light on the larger struggle against sci-
entific racism during the twentieth century. Da-
vis, a preeminent pioneer whose career was 
marginalized by the very racism he studied, 
comprised but one part of an early generation 
of black scholars to enter the academy to com-
bat hereditarian thinking. His particular work 
contributed to the proceedings of Brown v. 
Board of Education (1954), laid the intellectual 
roots for the federal Head Start program, and 
prompted school districts all across the country 
to revise or discontinue their use of culturally-
biased intelligence tests. By placing black schol-
ars such as Davis at the center of the environ-
mentalist revolution in American social thought, 
we gain a better understanding of the politics of 
knowledge production, and of the central role 
of ideas within the long civil rights movement.  
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RSVP FOR THE EVENT HERE  

Dr. David A. Varel, 2016-17 Postdoctoral 

Fellow African American Studies 

Pizza will be provided 
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